
We love Mission BBQ! We love their dedication to our veterans 
and active duty service members. We love their generosity in 
working with community partners for the greater good. We love 
that they stop every single day at noon to sing the National 
Anthem. Every single day. Everything stops. No orders are taken 
or delivered, no one talks, no one continues eating. Everyone, 
employees and patrons alike, stop what they are doing, stand 
and sing, or at the least, listen quietly and respectfully!
Matt’s grandfather, John, used to go to the Mission in Ellicott City 
on a regular basis, and his cousin Luke got us connected with 
them for our first Chili BBQ. Thanks to Luke, we ended up with 
Mission catering our fundraiser every year, at a generous dis-
count.
Now, a new Mission BBQ has opened in Westminster! Months 
ago, my good friend, Gold Star Mother Alison Malachowski, 
contacted me-she said Sabrina Black, the Community Ambas-
sador for the new restaurant, was trying to get a list of our men 
and women from Carroll County who had been killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Alison and I came up with that sad list. Sabrina 
reached out to all the families, offering for us to send pictures of 
our children, to display on their walls. If you have ever been to a 
Mission restaurant, you already know their walls beautifully and 
respectfully memorialize service members from all generations 
and all wars. 
When I mentioned, just in conversation, about our dad and uncle, 
Sabrina said for me to send their pictures as well. So now, Matt 

and Jimmy Malachowski are together on one wall, and Matt, his 
grandfather, John Francis, Jr, and 
his great uncle, Jimmy Francis, 
are all together in a grouping on 
another wall!
Our families were then invited to 
a special dedication of the new 
place, on Saturday, March 27th. 
What a fabulous evening! Matt’s 
family was well represented, with 
several aunts, uncles and cousins 
in attendance. The employees 
were so welcoming and respectful. Founders Bill Kraus and 
Steve Newton were there, and spoke of their “mission” in opening 
their restaurants. Incidentally, they opened their first restaurant 
in Glen Burnie, MD, on September 11, 2011, 10 years after 9/11. 
Management and staff all spoke, about their backgrounds and 
what draws them to work for such a great place. It was so nice to 
hear and see so many people so sincerely dedicated to our mil-
itary and first responders. We were treated to a delicious dinner 
and a wonderful evening dedicated to honoring our fallen service 
members. Although it was a terrific evening for all of us there, 
what was truly special was the respect and honor shown to our 
children who made the ultimate sacrifice.
Thank you, Sabrina, and Mission BBQ-you are the best!
PS-Alison and I couldn’t help ourselves. We went right back a few 
weeks later for more Mission food [and I live an hour and a half 
away], and were happy to see Sabrina there!
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Matt and tiMMy
    We tell you alot about Matt, because we want you to know who he was. And because we love to   
   talk about him! Here’s a short story of two little boys, who met on the soccer field, the summer before they  
  started Kindergarten.
 It was the summer of 1990. Matt was signed up to play soccer, and he was very excited! The very first practice, he met a 

new friend....Timmy Brown. And from then on, they were the best of friends! They were 
so excited when they found they were in the same Kindergarten class! In school, they 
became inseparable. Mrs. Mays, their teacher, had individual seat markers on the floor, 
with an “X” in the middle of each. Each child was supposed to sit on his or her “X”, 
which allowed for an orderly seating situation. Several times that year, Timmy’s Mom 
and I got called regarding “behavior issues” with our boys. The issue? They wouldn’t sit 
on their “X”s -- they kept changing with other kids because they wanted to sit near each 
other!
As they got a little older, they made plans. Big. Plans. 
They were definitely going to play in the Major Leagues together...they loved to play 
baseball and managed to be on the same little league teams (not every year) but many 
of them. And they continued to play soccer together as well.
One day, they were sitting in our kitchen, maybe 7 or 8 years old. I heard them discuss-
ing their latest plans for when they grew up. They were going to join the military, get an 
apartment, smoke cigarettes and date women! Great plan!     

               (Article Cont.’d Pg. 2)Timmy and Matt at their Kindergarten 
Graduation.

another reason We Love Mission BBQ!!

Matt, his grandfather, and 
great-uncle on the wall. 



We Can’t Be stopped--even in a pandeMiC! hoW aBout a red, 
White and BLue Menu 
for MeMoriaL day?  

Despite the challenges of living in an unprece-
dented situation, Camp Snoops has continued 
to help our troops, veterans and their families.  
Because of your continued support, this year we 
were able to, among other things:
• Make a donation to Wreaths Across Ameri-

ca, the organization that lays wreaths on the 
grave sites of our veterans every December

• Make a donation to the family of a young 
child battling cancer 

• Pack and ship 100 care packs to the Wash-
ington, DC VA Hospital. Thank you to Ann 
and Ted Nettles for taking care of the onsite 
delivery for us! These care packs went to 
veterans who were/are patients at the hos-
pital.

• Pack and ship 100 Christmas stockings 
for the children 
of our troops, to 
various Fisher 
Houses across 
the country, 
including the 
Fisher House 
in San Diego, 
CA. Thank you 
students and 
staff of Immac-
ulate Concep-
tion Academy 
in Douglassville 

PA, for so kindly and enthusiastically stuff-
ing the stockings for us! Your kindness 
reached many children!

• Present star packets to veterans on a reg-
ular basis. The packets include a star from 
a retired flag and a verse about the respect 
we hold for our veterans. This is a program 

we found, starsforourtroops.com, that we 
have embraced wholeheartedly. These star 
packets are so well received. We have giv-
en out many packets, well into the 1,000s! 
We have MANY volunteers who cut the 
stars and verses, and stuff the packets. We 
cannot tell you how much these little pack-
ets mean to many of our veterans. One of 
our most consistent groups to make these 
packets are Mrs. 
Menefee and her 
2nd grade class 
at our Lady of 
Victory School in 
Baltimore. Mrs. 
Menefee is Matt’s 
aunt. She has 
taught at OLV 
for four decades. 
Making the star 
packets has be-
come a tradition. 
Sadly, the school 
will be closing. Her little students absolutely 
love making these packets. We are sad that 
these little ones from OLV will not be making 
the packets anymore, but we are so grateful 
for the years that they did!

These are some of the activities we have con-
tinued, along with striving, always, to find new 
schools and make new contacts in order to 
achieve our main mission of getting our informa-
tion into schools, and teaching students about 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day.
We are blessed to have committed family and 
friends, along with community partners, to help 
us with our goals.
As our Matt used to say, “It’s all good.”

Hello, Camp Snoops Family! We miss you! Hope you all have 
been navigating safely through these difficult COVID waters. 
As we are sure all of you are, we are also praying this will all be 
behind us soon.  In the meanwhile, we are happy to be delivering 
our latest newsletter to you!
Please know we are staying busy behind the scenes, as you will 
read here!
That said, although things seem to be slowly looking up, we are 
very sad to announce we are once again canceling our Annual 
Chili BBQ and Silent Auction. Just like last year, we did not make 
this decision lightly. There was/is still much uncertainty with occu-
pancy restrictions, availability of vendors, and many other consid-
erations. We are staying positive that we will be able to resume in 
the Fall of 2022. 
As you’ll see in another article, our No-Show Extravaganza last 
year had some nice success!  But we are all about trying to keep 

everyone happy with different options. This year, in lieu of our 
BBQ Fundraiser,  we will be doing something different!  We will 
be hosting an online concert--with Keaton Simons taking center 
stage!  Be sure to look for the Keaton article to see how that is 
going to happen!
And, although we will not be gathering with all of you, our family 
will be celebrating together for some other great events! Matt’s 
sister, Tracie, and one of Matt’s cousins, Emilie, will be getting 
married this fall. Happy news!  We hope you and your families 
have an opportunity to get together and spend some time doing 
things you enjoy, too!  Looking forward to seeing you in 2022, 
but until then—don’t be shy!  Be sure to drop us a line, let us 
know of a raffle you might enjoy, if you would like to help make 
star packets, or reach out to schools!  We love to hear from our 
supporters.

2021 BBQ a no Go...But stay tuned for soMe exCitinG neWs

@seththechef

Want to impress your family 
and friends? Want to celebrate 
Memorial Day in a special way? 
Want to become world famous for 
your cooking skill? Well, we can’t 
guarantee that one, but we can 
promise the other two. 
Matt’s brother-in-law Seth, aka 
Seth the Chef, is a professional 
chef...a really good one! He has 
graciously consented to create 
a special Red White and Blue 
themed menu for your Memorial 
Day get together this year. Seth 
will provide the menu and instruc-
tions, as well as prepare one or 
two of the dishes right before 
your eyes. He’s a great instructor! 
And he makes the most fabulous 
foods! 
We know spring weekends are 
busy so we will do this one on a 
weeknight. Join us online, Tues-
day, May 25, at 7:00 pm for a 
great evening of fun, in addition 
to having your Memorial Day 
menu planned for you! Check our 
website or FB page for details, or 
email us at info@campsnoops.org

Visit the Memorial Wall on our website and post a flag in memory of a VETERAN 
you know who has passed away.  Memorial Day is a time to remember those 
who have paid the ultimate sacrifice, and our wall honors all those who have 
given their lives so that we may be FREE.



As they grew up and went to different 
schools, they remained close; and then, all 
of a sudden, they were about to graduate 
from high school. 
Well, they didn’t go into the Major 
Leagues, but they did both enlist. The last 
time Matt and Timmy saw each other was 
just before Timmy left to join the Air Force. 
They went out to eat. Timmy said Matt 
was the only Marine that never razzed him 
about joining the Air Force. Lol! Tim served 
four years as Security Forces, and is now 
living in Arizona with his girlfriend Lindsey. 
When grown up Tim comes back to his 
hometown of Finksburg, he visits his 
friend, at his memorial at Sandymount 

Park, which adjoins Sandymount Elemen-
tary...the places they met, played ball, 
went to school and made big plans; and 
then went on to become great men. 

This is a very positive story, even though it didn’t turn out quite as 
we hoped! Did that get your attention????
Back in the fall, one of our most loyal Camp Snoops supporters, 
and a good friend of Jane’s [Matt’s godmother], Janine Stratton, 
paid attention at one of her company meetings. That’s positive 
right there-that is something I struggle with daily!  At the meeting, 
Janine heard about how her company, DOW Chemical, allied with 
VETNET. VETNET ‘s mission is to bring together and strengthen 
the impact of people who want to serve for the better good, by 
being a go-to organization that enables veterans, active service 
members, first responders and allies to serve for a greater pur-
pose.
Dow employees were encouraged to apply for a grant for their 
particular organization through their company program, All-in 
ERG [Employee Resource Groups].
Now that was a mouthful. But the bottom line is, DOW has so 

many community and service minded employees that over 75 
grant applications were submitted! What a wonderful and caring 
group of people! Janine, our personal favorite DOW employee, 
worked hard with us to create and present the best possible grant 
application. It was a dedicated effort and our fingers and toes 
were crossed.
Unfortunately, though, our non-profit did not make the cut this 
time. However, the take away is three-fold:
1. DOW has wonderful employees.
2. We always appreciate the efforts of our CS supporters to find 
new ways to help us out.
3. There are a lot of programs out there, and we don’t know 
where/what they all are; if you come across opportunities within 
your place of business or your personal life, please let us know. 
We will gladly work with you to build our organization!
Thank you, Janine! You are much appreciated!

As we mentioned, we had to cancel plans 
for our Annual Chili BBQ and Silent Auc-
tion. However, fear not Camp Snoopers!!
The Camp Snoops Project is hosting an 
online concert, to be performed by singer/
songwriter/guitarist Keaton Simons!
Before we go any further, if you are not 
familiar with Keaton, just google him! You 
will love what you see. He is an extremely 
talented and versatile performer. He has 
roots in entertainment-his Mom is actress/
publicist Eliza [Garrett] Roberts and his 
stepdad is actor Eric Roberts.
And we have an “in”-Keaton is a close 
friend of Matt’s sister, Sarah. He even per-
formed at her wedding! An interesting fact 
about that: one week before the wedding, 
Keaton went swimming in a shark tank (!) 
We were terrified for him and for his safe-
ty, but also a little selfishly worrying “what 
if something goes wrong and he can’t 
come to the wedding?” Lol! Of course, it 
all worked out and like we said, he’s a ver-
satile guy!  And a genuinely good one too!
Keaton has written and performed music 
for many TV shows, including Sons of 

Anarchy, Hollywood Heights, Private Prac-
tice, NCIS: Los Angeles, Suits, Deadliest 
Catch and more. He has worked as a 
writer, musical director, singer, bassist and 
guitarist with notable acts including Chris 
Cornell, Gnarls Barkley, Snoop Dogg, 

Josh Kelly and Tre Hardson. Additionally, 
he has performed as an actor in multiple 
TV shows and movies, including Ameri-
can Dad, Malcolm in the Middle, Califor-
nication and Love, Weddings and Other 
Disasters.
Keaton lives in California and Nashville 
and is currently playing lead guitar with 
country singer Brett Young! This will be 
a stellar concert and an enjoyable af-
ternoon/evening for all of you and your 
friends who join us online. 
As of this writing, we have not secured 
a date due to Keaton’s touring schedule; 
however, once the date is set, we will be 
posting it on our FB and website pages. 
So stay tuned, check our social media 
pages for more information--and don’t 
forget to TELL YOUR FRIENDS! 

Matt and tiMMy Cont’d.

our faLL fundraiser-featurinG Keaton siMons!

Sarah and Keaton on Sarah’s Wedding 
Day.

didn’t soMeone onCe say, ‘WinninG isn’t everythinG?’

Timmy Today

Visit our Facebook page for all 
our latest raffles! See page 4 for 
more information regarding how 
to stay up to date! 

Remember to check out our gift shop at  
www.campsnoops.org to see our new 
selection of polos and sweatshirts in 3 
different colors!



One of the things we decided to do in lieu 
of canceling our BBQ fundraiser last fall 
was to offer online raffles to support our 
cause.
We have had pretty good success with 
them, but we need your help to do bet-
ter! Some of the items we have raffled off 
include a Pet Supply package, Restaurant 
cards, and a “Dawn’s Early Light” print.
The raffles work like this: We post our raffle 
item on our CS FB page. We sell 30-40 
tickets, at $5.00 each. Once the tickets sell 
out, we draw a winner, live on FB. 
We are so very grateful to all those who 
have consistently supported these raffles. 
We are a small non-profit, with a limited, 

but growing, base. Here are some things 
you could do to help us [all pretty painless] 
but it would help us tremendously:
1. Please try to make it a habit to go to our 
FB page on a regular basis. Our page does 
not show up in feeds regularly, so we need 
you to go looking for us! There is a lot of 
good stuff on that page, in addition to the 
raffle items! It is easily accessible from our 
website, or by searching LCpl Matt Snyder 
Camp Snoops Project in the FB search bar.
2. For the raffles, we will be setting up a 
GROUPS page. We will invite all our follow-
ers to join the Group and this is where we 
will host our raffles, only. That way, our FB 
page can focus on everything else Camp 
Snoops related!
3. Please SHARE SHARE SHARE when 

you see our posts. The more people we 
reach, the more people we may find that 
will be interested in our Camp Snoops Proj-
ect, and our raffles.
4. Please let us know if there is a raffle 
item you think people may like; and/or let 
us know if you would like to donate to the 
raffle. Because we are not shipping actual 
baskets, we are trying to send gift cards, or 
build our baskets through Amazon Smiles, 
to save on shipping costs. Because of this, 
your gift card or monetary donations can be 
earmarked specifically for our raffles.
Thank you for your continued interest and 
efforts in growing our mission!
Email or call if you want to help us out!
443-617-4924; info@campsnoops.org

onLine raffLes

1. Click the 3 black dots 
at the header of the Camp 
Snoops Page

2. Select Follow Settings

3. Choose FAVORITES and 
never miss a Camp Snoops 
update again

Despite our canceled BBQ Fundraiser last fall, you, our magnif-
icent Camp Snoops cheer leaders, continued to support us in 
many ways. Although we were unable to host our annual fund-
raiser, we still managed to raise almost $5,000! We are averaging 
about $185-$200 on each raffle, which is great, considering we 
are a smaller non-profit, and we are new at this raffle game. The 
more exposure we can get, the better, for increasing our follow-
ers! Our NO SHOW EXTRAVAGANZA netted us a nice profit-we 
sold a good number of “tickets” for people to not attend! Various 

donations throughout the year from generous friends, family and 
businesses rounded out the balance of our income.
Your donations helped us continue to provide assistance to vari-
ous individuals and groups, as documented in this newsletter.
As always, we can never thank you enough for your continued 
interest and support in helping us keep this non-profit alive and 
well, as our personal mission to our Matt and his enduring legacy. 
We know he is happy seeing the good we can do in his name. 
The fact you continued to support us during this difficult year 
speaks volumes for your goodness. 

thanK you for your finanCiaL support 
durinG this WiLd year

Please consider supporting your favorite non-profit by donating through our website, or supporting our many raffles and auction 
items. If you are a lover of Amazon, consider making CSP your designated charity on Smile.Amazon.com. We are also a United Way 
recipient charity to remember through your employer! 
If you have ideas, raffle items, or auction items that you would like to share, please contact us at info@campsnoops.org or call us at 
610-636-7377.
Your unwavering support allows us to continue supporting our mission to spread Memorial Day and Veterans Day Education in 
schools and help Veterans on an as needed basis. Thank you!


