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Just before Matt deployed to Iraq in January,
2006, his sisters and I went to California to visit
with him. Our cousin, Tommy, lived in Ramona at
the time, near San Diego. We spent a lot of time
with him, and his family.
One day we went to one of the most beautiful
places in the United States, La Jolla. What an
absolutely gorgeous location where all you see
are cliffs and beaches; we went specifically to
see the sunset. It was a magnificent afternoon of
laughter and relaxation and peace and calm. If
ever there was truth to the expression “the calm before the storm….”
What I was not aware of, was that my cousin, Tommy, and my boy, Matt, were having
an earnest conversation by the rocks. Matt’s MOS was electronics maintenance. He
had told me, in more detail and clarity than I can recall at this point, he would be powering up the camps ahead of time as troops moved from place to place, then taking
them down, maintaining as needed.
However, a request was made for volunteers to do escort security, which means
exactly what it says: they needed Marines to volunteer for a security detail to escort
troops from place to place in Iraq, which was much more dangerous.
Matt had told some people he had changed his plan, but he didn’t want me to know,
because he didn’t want me to worry! Although this is not at all funny, I still chuckle
about that sometimes because I was going to worry if he had told me he was going to
sit in a tent all day.
								
(Article cont’d on Page 3)

A Friend of Matt’s

We lost our Matt in 2006; sometimes it feels like yesterday, but in many ways, it was a very long time ago.
On Memorial Day weekend, 2019, I had the bittersweet gift of connecting with someone Matt served with while
stationed at Twenty Nine Palms and also when he was in Iraq.
This Marine, Bo Kennedy, had commented on our Camp Snoops FB page and I reached out to him, because I
always love to talk with men and women who served with my boy. He was receptive
and we had a most wonderful phone conversation! Bo told me how he would talk
with Matt, about his life and plans, including that Matt planned on re-enlisting. He
said Matt really loved his family and talked about them a lot. What struck me most
was that, 13 years later, Bo, who was Matt’s SSG, was talking about Matt like it was
yesterday..he KNEW him, remembers him vividly and misses him still...and told me
he was so glad he got to know Matt.
I told him I was so glad Matt got to know HIM.
Bo retired from the USMC in July 2018, with a very impressive career. He doesn’t
like to be recognized for it, though. He is now a government contractor/equipment
specialist and travels a lot, often back to Twenty
Nine Palms.
Bo actually traveled to Twenty Nine Palms about
a week after I spoke with him. He was kind
enough to take a picture of himself with the commemoration/memorial of
Matt that is still in place there. All these years later, it is heartwarming to
know Matt is remembered, missed and loved, especially by so many people
we will never even know.
Thank you, Bo! We are so glad you connected with us!

COVID-19 Update

Dear Camp Snoops Family and Friends,
After much consideration, and we mean much, we have made the very difficult decision to cancel this year’s BBQ, even though
it is still a few months down the road. This decision was not made easily.
Some of the many factors we took into consideration included the economic impact on everyone; we felt it could be difficult for
people to purchase tickets and participate in the day’s events given the state of the economy. It could equally be a hardship for
businesses and individuals who are trying to manage through this situation to donate as willingly and as readily as they usually do.
We felt that could be a lot for us to ask. We also do not know if social distancing or other practices will be in place, which would
significantly impact our availability to host everyone in one place. Lastly, with so many events canceled throughout the beginning
of the year, if/when things do open up, some of those events could likely be rescheduled for the fall, which could affect the availability of our guests and volunteers. Ultimately, we do not want to put anyone at risk as we navigate this new virus.
We appreciate all of you so much, and we look forward every year to the BBQ & Silent Auction in honor and support of our dear
Matt, and his beautiful legacy. We don’t want anything to mar that, so we will err on the side of caution, keeping things in the best
interest of our family friends, and dedicated supporters.
Cheers to a bigger and better BBQ & Silent Auction in 2021! We truly appreciate every one of you and we miss you!

GET READY FOR THE NO-SHOW
EXTRAVAGANZA OF THE SEASON!

This year we will be mixing things up a bit in light of recent developments! We are kicking off our first ever NO SHOW EXTRAVAGANZA right NOW! That’s right, we don’t want to see you on Oct. 10th! Tickets are on sale now for the discounted rate of $20.00
and we can’t wait for the day to come and go without seeing you all! JUST KIDDING – we WILL miss seeing you, but we think this
will be a FUN way to support Camp Snoops, in memory of Matt, from your home! Please consider purchasing your ticket or making a monetary donation to our NO SHOW EXTRAVAGANZA (directions on page 3). All proceeds will help us to continue sending
postcards and supplies to schools free of charge for Veterans Day in November. Remaining proceeds will be used throughout
the year to fund other Mission activities (see “Our Mission” on page 3)! Although this year’s event will not be happening, please
join us on Facebook for a variety of raffles and/or auctions online. Please stay tuned through @CampSnoops on Facebook and
our website, www.campsnoops.org.

Want to NOT attend? Kick things off by joining us for our MID-SUMMER GIVEAWAY (see “Summertime Madness” for details)!

It’s what we do, cont’d

So now here he was, talking with Tommy, telling him his change in plans, but “don’t tell Mom, because she’ll worry.” Tommy asked
Matt why he volunteered for this much more dangerous assignment and Matt responded, “I’m a Marine. It’s what we do”.
We have a picture of Matt and Tommy talking. When Tommy came to the house after we lost Matt, he saw the picture. He told me
the conversation they had that day. He said that picture captured the moment he and Matt had that conversation.
Since Camp Snoops was created to honor Matt, we chose this as our message and slogan. It is in its essence, very simple, very
selfless: “I’m a Marine. It’s what we do.”

Our Mission
Camp Snoops receives a lot of inquiries regarding the use of our funds and what we do as an organization. Some of the many
things we have done during our first six years are listed below:
• Expand our mission to 10 states by creating and exploring relationships with schools
o
Schools use our materials and/or ideas to promote Memorial Day and Veterans Day education
o
Camp Snoops provides materials for free and suggestions and financial assistance to help schools with their
		programs
• Stuff Christmas stockings for children of injured troops and veterans
• Fill personal care packages for homeless veterans
• Donations
o
Microwave for a veterans community resource center
o
Off road track chair for a veteran diagnosed with ALS
o
Hospital equipment to several veterans
o
Supplies for veteran groups
• Provide financial assistance
o
Military family experiencing a housing crisis
o
Military family of a young child with cancer
• Host special raffles to raise funds that have been donated to Fisher House, Camp Corral, Trails to Zero, and other military
non-profits
As we enter into our 7th year, we are making great strides in our mission to do good things in memory of our dear Matt. Our
annual fundraiser is where we raise most of our donations. We are busy throughout the year working to provide education to our
children and assistance to our troops and veterans. We post regularly on our Facebook and website regarding our activities, while
providing materials on our website for download. We could not do this without the support of all of you! We appreciate all of you!
If you’d like more information or know someone that would like to connect with us, please e-mail us at info@campsnoops.org or
visit us at www.campsnoops.org. Follow us on Facebook, @CampSnoops.

Summertime Madness

To kick off our NO-SHOW EXTRAVAGANZA festivities, we have our Mid-Summer Giveaway! Take home one of our most popular
Silent Auction baskets, the Christmas in July basket that Julie donates every year! This basket is bursting with supplies and a little
indulgence, too! Please stay tuned to our website, www.campsnoops.org, and Facebook, @CampSnoops for a photo of the basket
and the kick off to our giveaway! Winner will be picked via Spin the Wheel so that all can participate! Keep your eyes peeled for
details! More raffles and items to follow in August and September!

I can’t wait to NOT be there:
____ Donation
____ Ticket ($20.00)

Buy Tickets for Our 1st Ever
NO SHOW EXTRAVAGANZA!

Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:______________________ State:______ Zip:________
Phone:_______________

Help us with our mission! Please send a name of a school, teacher, or contact if you know one! __________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Mail this slip and your check to P.O. Box 281, Douglassville, PA 19518 ~ To pay
online, please visit WWW.CAMPSNOOPS.ORG and follow the link for tickets.

A Letter From Matt to His Mom while at Parris Island for Boot Camp
Dear Mom, Today was a great day. We qualified on the rifle range. You need a 190 to pass. I got a 209. 210 is “sharpshooter”
so I just missed it but I’m happy with “rifle marksman.” Usually about 5-6 recruits fail in a platoon. My platoon went clean, we all
passed so we get to start 3rd phase a week early, tomorrow. It doesn’t mean were graduating earlier, but it is a big deal down here.
We get respected more, more privelidges [sic], longer chow, showers, etc. Don’t get me wrong, its still no summer camp. Thanks
a lot for the cough drops. My rackmate appreciates them too. We help each other out. I usually don’t know the date but I got excited today cause it is Dec. 5th. Holy cow. Church Sunday was first week of advent, I closed my eyes and pictured your wreath.
I wondered if you were doing the good deeds in the middle. I can’t do many down here, but then again I can’t sin much either...
Oh by the way, I thought I told you before McLean (Brian) is in my platoon. So I see him everyday, we do the exact same things.
He got sharpshooter. I’ll pick up sharpshooter when I get into the fleet. You have to qualify every year. I’ll get a 210 by being a
“marksman” in the Marines. I’m already 1 up on every other branch of service with a rifle. We have the hardest course. Navy,
Army, Air Force only shoot up to 300 yards. We shoot from all the way at 500 plus 200 and 300. The M16’s maximum range at a
point target is only 550 yards. We push it a little bit. In 10 shots from the 500 I put 3 in the black, 6 4’s and 1, 3. It looked like this.
I’m happy with marksman its just I was 1 point away from sharpshooter so I’m kind of upset. I’m glad Thanksgiving went well, I
knew it would. Girls, I hope your doing well in school, at work, with friends, etc. I’ll write again soon. 4 weeks left. Love you guys.
Love, Matt											

Remembering Memorial
Day at Home
Avery Dudash, of Beach Elementary
School, and her father, Justin Dudash,
remembered Memorial Day 2019 in a very
fun and special way! Taking our recipe for
butter cookies, they created poppy cookies! The poppy is a flower most noted for
its use in Memorial Day as a symbol of
remembrance and the poem, In Flanders
Fields by John McCrae.
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