
A big shout out to the LCpl Matt Snyder Camp Snoops Project! Sykesville  

Middle School would like to thank the great folks at Camp Snoops for providing 

our students with the Veterans Day and Memorial Day Education Postcards. 

Camp Snoops’ goal to promote Memorial and Veterans Day education in 

schools is right on! At Sykesville Middle School, students and teachers were 

able to  

discuss the information on the postcards, and then students were able to take 

them home to share with their parents. The information on the postcard was also 

read during the morning announcements. It was our school’s goal just like Camp 

Snoops that students learn the difference between Memorial Day and Veterans 

Day. In addition to the Camp Snoops postcards, Colonel Landry with the United 

States Air Force presented a Sykesville Middle School staff member,  

Mrs. Eileen Willard, with a Camp Snoops Veteran Star to show appreciation for 

her service on behalf of Camp Snoops. She was surprised and humbled by the 

gift. Students also remembered Veterans Day 2016 by witnessing a POW/MIA 

Honors Ceremony performed during lunch, created cards for deployed members 

of the U.S. military, and nominated their family members who had or are serving 

in the U.S. military so their names could be written on stars that would be hung 

in the entry of the school. I want to encourage others wishing to honor our  

veterans to order the postcards. They were a hit with our faculty, students, and 

parents. The post cards were easy to order from the Camp Snoops website and 

were received at the school within two days. Sykesville Middle School will  

continue to honor our service members. Our goal for next year is to continue 

educating our students about our great service members and how they can honor 

them. The Camp Snoops postcards and the Veteran Stars will continue to be a 

big part of that education and for that we are very grateful.  
 
Pricelda Landry 
Sykesville Middle School Teacher & Proud Air Force Spouse 
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In Gratitude to Our Supporters, 

Donors & Benefactors 

 Last spring, we were anticipating a concert in North Carolina, but due to a number of factors, the 

concert was not able to be held in the park as planned; however, Matt’s sister, Sarah, was able to host a ‘mini’ 

event in her backyard.  Those in attendance were able to enjoy music supplied by Tony Lucca and Matt 

Brown (www.tonylucca.com) and good food prepared by Seth Batchelor.  The afternoon wandered into the 

evening and all enjoyed a great time! Thank you to those who attended and generously donated to Camp 

Snoops.  Thank you, also, to Tony Lucca and Matt Brown 

for donating CD music sale proceeds to benefit Camp 

Snoops and its      

mission. 

 In August, Virginia-based The Righteous Outlaws 

(www.therighteousoutlaws.com) played their hearts out for 

the wedding of Matt’s cousin, Heather and her husband, 

Nate.  Not only are The Righteous Outlaws a fantastic music 

group and very nice people, their mission is to play music 

and benefit charities at the same time.  The Camp Snoops 

family first met them at the VFW in Trappe, PA at a benefit  

concert for our project in 2015.  In 2016, The Righteous 

Outlaws traveled once again to PA and after the wedding, 

made a very generous donation to benefit Camp Snoops education!   

 In the summer of 2016, The 1st Marine Division Chapter of Maryland made the difficult decision to 

end its charter.  In an age when participation and volunteerism can be difficult to maintain in an organization, 

the veteran Marines decided this was the best course of action.  They chose to take funds from their account 

and donate them to the LCPL Matt Snyder Camp Snoops Project in memory of one of their USMC brothers, 

the grandson of one of its members, John Francis.  Thank you for this generous donation and also for  

supporting Camp Snoops.  

(cont’d. on page 3) 
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Veterans Day,  
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 As some of you know on January 9, 2017, we lost      

the patriarch of this family, Matt’s grandfather, John. It's 

the end of an era, an end to the last thing that has  

remained a constant in my life. No words can express the 

gratitude I feel for my grandfather and his late wife, my 

grandmother, Cay (MaCay). The two of them are a part of 

many, many happy memories I have from my life. If I 

could only say a few more words to him it would be 

something similar to this... 

 What an amazing role model you were, you  

survived so much and overcame obstacles that would have 

destroyed other people. The amount of respect I have for 

you is overwhelming. You and MaCay taught us so much 

and instilled so many important values in us; teaching us 

how to love, respect, and cherish our family, to standup 

for ourselves and others, and to give unselfishly to those 

less fortunate than us. I remember sitting in the den with 

you several years ago and you brought up the word awe-

some. You were ranting about how people have misused it 

so much that it doesn't even carry the same meaning anymore. I remember just sitting there grinning at you, 

and you telling me to look up the definition. Awesome: extremely impressive or daunting; inspiring great  

admiration, apprehension, or fear. Since that day I have tried to use that word only when it TRULY relates to 

what I am talking about. Daddad YOU were AWESOME. I have nothing but ADMIRATION for you. Your 

life was IMPRESSIVE. You accomplished so many great things! You were a loving, respected, and loyal son, 

husband, brother, father, grandfather, son-in-law, Godfather, friend, parishioner, and of course, US Marine. 

You inspired, taught, and led by example. I know how much the Marine Corps, the Camp Snoops Project and 

your family meant to you. Save a dance for me in heaven!  

 Camp Snoops meant so much to my grandfather, even after he got sick he continued to help work with 

the organization. Thank you to all of you who have embraced Camp Snoops, Matthew, and our family. I know 

it meant so much to my grandfather and it means so much to us. 

 Tracie, Matt’s sister 

A letter to an  

awesome man  In September, The Westminster High School Football Team and  

Giulianova’s Grocery/Deli was host to a wonderful evening of football and  

fundraising thanks to the efforts of Junior Olivia Herman.  Some of the Camp 

Snoops Family and Matt’s good friend, Rich Weichman, and his family had a 

wonderful time in Westminster.  In addition, Camp Snoops was recognized at the 

pre-game  announcements and received a very gracious welcome from the  

community.  Olivia chose Camp Snoops for her project, as a Westminster High 

student doing something for Matt, a Westminster High alumnus.  Through her 

efforts, Olivia organized a fantastic event that included homemade cupcake sales, 

gift card raffles, a 50/50 and proceeds from Giulianova deli sales. 

Safety first 

In February, members of Toops Troops (Westminster, MD) joined Matt’s Uncle Andy for a gun safety class which he donated  

during the 3rd annual Camp Snoops Chili BBQ and Auction.  The afternoon was a good one, according to both Andy and the at-

tendees. “(Andy) was a great instructor! We had a great time and learned a lot,” said Stephani, Toops Troops Secretary and  

participant.  Thanks, Toops Troops, for a great showing at the BBQ and for your support of Camp Snoops!   

Gratitude, cont’d. 


