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ANNUAL BBQ:
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 20!!

Checkout our
Facebook page for
updates on our
Chili BBQ,
promotional
events and more!!

P.O. Box 281
Douglassville,
PA 19518
campsnoops.org
info@campsnoops.org

610-636-7377

The
snoop
scoop
A veterAn’s thAnk you
My family and I are very thankful for Camp Snoops.
Thanks to Camp Snoops and a wonderful donor, Roger has
a Track Chair which allows us to continue to do things as a
family, without tiring him out too quickly.
Every 90 minutes someone is diagnosed with ALS
(Lou Gehrig’s disease) and another one dies. Studies show
that if you’ve served in the military -- any branch, any war,
or even if you served in a time of peace -- you are twice as
likely of dying from ALS than if you were not in the military.
And no one seems to know why.
Roger, a 28 year Marine, was diagnosed with ALS in May
2016. We are doing everything we can to help find a cure for
this awful disease; not only for our family, but for all families
whom are dealing with this horrible disease and for the ones
that will be diagnosed in the future.
If you are interested in finding out how you can help the Brannon family, or how to donate
to help find a cure for ALS, please contact Pam at pambrannon2000@yahoo.com

A letter from Our Matt
Hello from the island,
I wanted to write and wish you a Merry Christmas. It will
be sad not seeing everyone but its only one Christmas.
Daddad, you missed two Christmas days while in the Corps, so you
know I will be with my brothers and we’ll make it the best day we
can. The priest at Church today said that this could be our best
Christmas because we are away from all the material, Christmas is
so materialized. We will be able to concentrate on the birth of Jesus
and spend the day with our brothers. It is good that I’ll be home so
soon after the holidays. I heard this morning that they captured
good old Sadaam. It was the happiest I’ve seen the DI all cycle. I
qualified as a rifle marksman on the range with a 209. I missed
sharpshooter by one point, I’ll pick it up in the fleet. Well, Merry
Christmas and I’ll see you in about 3 1/2 weeks, its not long now. I
love you guys.
Love,
Matt
P.S. please send the other letter to Aunt Cathy, I figured why waste
a stamp!!
Left: A letter from Matt to his Grandparents while he was on Parris Island

November, a good month!
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Facebook
fundraiser for Camp Snoops’ mission to support
Memorial Day and Veterans Day education in schools
and helping Veterans and their families as needed. With
your
help,
the
fundraiser started by
Matt’s sister, Tracie,
raised $1,165 out of a
$1,000 goal!!

Students of Our Lady of Victory,
Baltimore, spent the week before
Veterans Day learning about the
holiday through our informative
postcards that are FREE to any
school! They also put together
star packets that can be given to
Veterans, thanking them for their service.

BUY TICKETS FOR OUR 5TH ANNUAL CHILI & BEER BBQ
Name: _____________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City:______________________ State:______________ Zip:________
Phone:__________________
$25.00 ea.—Quantity: ________ Total: $ ________
$200.00—Table (10 seats): _________ Total: $_______
Mail this slip and your check to P.O. Box 281, Douglassville, PA 19518
To pay by PayPal, please visit WWW.CAMPSNOOPS.ORG and follow the link for tickets.

A veterans day example
Camp Snoops promotes education in schools and communities through our mission. We created educational postcards and in 2018-19 we will be working on a new crossword and word search project. Online, we have guidelines for Home & School Associations or teachers/club leaders to use to
establish or augment Memorial and Veterans Day programs, or other events throughout the
year. Obtaining speakers for assemblies is another way we help, where and when we can. This story
exemplifies how easy it is! Please join us! Assemble and plan today! We can’t wait to hear from you!

Alison with her family before Jimmy was deployed.

As I waited to enter the American Legion Hall in Westminster for the Camp
Snoops BBQ, I overheard Julie saying to someone “I have the perfect speaker for your
program! She was in the military and is a Gold Star Mother.” Then came, “Oh Alison!
There you are! I wanted to ask if you would be interested in talking to the Sykesville
Middle school students about Jimmy, Veterans Day and you being a Marine Veteran.” I
was caught off guard, and I think all I said was, “Oh, okay.”

Next came the phone call from Mrs. Landry, the teacher who was organizing the
Veterans Day observance at the Middle school. I wanted to be clear with her that I wasn’t a public speaker; I was a Marine (you can take
the Marine out of the Corps, but never the Corps out of the Marine!) and mother of a Fallen Marine.
Mrs. Landry explained that her husband was in the Air Force and had been deployed, so we quickly connected over common
ground on the phone. It was decided that I would talk about what Jimmy was like in Middle School and I would also speak about my
service in the Marines; and of my family’s military service which started with the American Revolution.
When I arrived at the school, I was given a tour by Mrs. Landry about all the school was doing to educate the students on the
importance of Veterans Day. It was impressive! We then went to the gymnasium and there in the center of the floor was a rocking chair.
The students would sit in a semi- circle around me and there would be two groups back to back, about 400 students total, plus faculty…
about 30 minutes per group. Wow! Oh boy....
Then Mrs. Landry let me know, “if I interrupt you and ask the students to stand and leave, it’s just that they are restless and we
need to move on.” Got it, I thought. But, this would not be the case...
When the students arrived, I introduced myself and briefly touched on family history. I explained that I might cry when talking
about my son, Jimmy....and that was okay and normal as I still love him very much. The students were quiet with that
introduction. I told them that Jimmy was not a prefect student. Quite the opposite! He didn’t enjoy school, with having learning problems,
and he was bored and spent a fair amount of time in detention or visiting the principal’s office. Nothing serious, but enough to warrant
time spent there. The students looked surprised at what I was saying. One young man remarked out loud to no one in particular, that I was
describing him! I could tell that many were identifying with Jimmy’s school years. Then I said the real change came when Jimmy realized
he was going nowhere, pulled himself together during his Senior year and decided to go into the Marine Corps, where he soon found he
was with others like himself.
Jimmy excelled well beyond our expectations. I explained how he served our country and how he was killed in Afghanistan. I
spoke of how important it was that we honor and respect our Veterans and the flag that symbolizes our freedoms that our military fight
and die for. I wish I had more time to answer all the hands that went up with questions. Many came up to me afterwards to give me a tearful hug and to share how they felt. It turned out to be a very touching and impactful interaction with the students. I am grateful for the
opportunity that Principal Roemer and Mrs. Landry gave me to share my son’s life and to honor our nation’s Fallen Veterans with the
students of Sykesville Middle School on Veterans Day.
~Alison Malachowski

PLACE AN AD IN OUR 3RD ANNUAL AD BOOK!
Name or Company: __________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________
City:______________________ State:______________ Zip:________
Phone:__________________
Submit Ads to CAMPSNOOPSADS@GMAIL.COM
Go to WWW.CAMPSNOOPS.ORG to pay through PayPal.
Mail this slip to P.O. Box 281 Douglassville, PA 19518
___
___
___
___

B/W
B/W
B/W
B/W

Business Card—$20 Color—$25
Half Page—$45 Color—$55
Quarter Page—$25 Color—$30
Half Page—$45 Color—$55

Prices haven’t changed in THREE
years! Books are distributed to 200+
guests, and patrons throughout the year!

___ Inside Front Cover—$140
___ Inside Back Cover—$165
___ Back Cover—$215

AN ACTIVITY FOR GOOD!
This year, Camp Snoops introduced a new station at the Annual BBQ! We set up two tables and
organized a variety of items on each for both children and veterans. It was a wonderful hands-on
opportunity for the BBQ attendees to create either a Christmas stocking for a child or a care
package for a homeless veteran.
The supplies included umbrellas, sunscreen, granola bars, soap, deodorant, toothbrush and paste, a
star packet, a Camp Snoops T-shirt and more in each of the 29 care packs for the veterans which
were sent to two homeless shelters in Texas affected by Hurricane Harvey. With the help of Zack
Tyler, we were able to send these care packages to the Green Zone, which helped
veterans in need of a home or assistance while in transition after the storm.
In each of the 30 stockings that were sent to 4 different Fisher Houses, the items
included coloring activity books, snacks, stuffed animals, playing cards, bubbles,
Camp Snoops postcards, a Christmas wish card and more. Fisher House is an
organization that provides housing to military families, while veterans receive care
for injury or illness.
We will be doing this again this year! Feel free to send us more hands-on activity
ideas and we may be able to incorporate them into future BBQ activities!

Camp Snoops in the community
A local school in Pennsylvania,
Daniel Boone Area Primary
Center, sent our postcards home
with their children in November in
honor of Veterans Day. Our
contact was brought to us by a
fellow employee of a local
company that is very involved in
Camp Snoops! His youngest son is
pictured with one of his teachers
to the left! Thank you, DBAPC for
posting about our mission, “to
help instill a strong appreciation for our veterans through
education. We are so thankful for their assistance as we help
our children to be proud citizens in this wonderful country
that we live in; the U.S.A.!”

Thank you to Berneal Sutherland, who ran
a fundraiser last summer in support of
Camp Snoops! Berneal is a good friend of
Matt’s sister, Sarah, who hosted the KEEP
Collective Facebook Event that provided
many of our followers with gorgeous
bracelets. The KEEP Collective jewelry is
designed specifically for each owner to
commemorate different events in
life. Berneal donated all of her
commission that was earned to our
mission.

