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Last year, as plans for the Westminster High
School Class of 2003 15 Year Reunion began
to take place, one classmate, Jason Officer,
spear-headed the idea to do an absolutely wonderful and truly meaningful act to remember their
classmate, and our hero, Matt: dedicate a section of Rt 97 along the high school to him! Signs
would be placed on both sides of the road approaching the high school! This is a main road
and a huge deal! We were astounded when Jason told us about this idea!
With the Class of 2003 onboard, Jason took the idea to Delegate Haven Shoemaker,
who has been a Camp Snoops supporter from the beginning (introduced to the family
by family friend Joe Renehan) who took it to the State House and made it happen!
Once it became official, Principal Baugher and Terry Molloy, Athletic Director, Westminster High, graciously worked with Jason and the others to make the actual dedication
run smoothly.
On Friday, Sept. 28th, the official dedication was to take place before a football game
between Westminster High and FSK, and the WHS Class of 2003 Reunion. Due to field
conditions, these events were postponed. STILL, a large and diverse crowd showed up
for the dedication.
We cannot put into words what this road dedication means to our family. Matt was killed
in Iraq 13 years ago. The fact that his classmates, his friends and his community still
care about him so much is a gift beyond anything we could ever express.
(Article continued on Page 2)

Sandymount Memorial Tree

When our Matt was killed in 2006, his elementary school, Sandymount, in
Finksburg, MD, dedicated their Memorial Day program to him that year. It
was a beautiful program. So beautiful, in fact, that Matt’s Godmother, his Aunt
Janie, was inspired to start her own annual program at her children’s school,
St. Mary’s, in PA. THAT inspired the LCpl Matt Snyder Camp Snoops Project! You just never know the ripple effect an action, word, or event can have.
But that’s not the main point of this story. Along with the program that year, a memorial was also dedicated to Matt at the school where it adjoins Sandymount Park. It
is a lovely memorial, with an inscribed plaque donated by a local company, Mathias Monuments, and a gorgeous Redbud tree, also donated. I am so sorry that I
cannot remember the kind person/business who donated the tree. In a wonderful
twist, the Redbud is my favorite tree, but no
one involved with the memorial knew that!
Well, eventually my girls and I moved
away, and we do not get there to maintain the site as it should be maintained.
Enter Joanne Wilson Sayre, a neighbor from when we lived in Finksburg. Her
daughter, Nikia, and my Tracie were good
friends. Joanne voluntarily takes care of the
memorial. It means so much to all of us! She sent pictures this weekend. The Redbud is
gorgeous! Perfect timing with this Easter season....a bit of affirmation in renewed life, eternal life, remembered life, and love.....Thank you so much Joanne....what a great gift!

Dedication Continued

In addition to members of Matt’s family being in attendance,
there were childhood friends, elementary, middle and high school
friends, and parents of Matt’s friends. There were many family
friends, members of the PGR, the Ladies Auxiliary, American Legion and Legion Riders; Delegates and local representatives as
well as representation from the Governor’s office, and Marines
who did not know Matt but who came out to support him. There
were former neighbors, teachers and members of the community
who didn’t know Matt but who had learned about him over the
years.
In a changing and sometimes difficult world, it is refreshing to
see truly good and selfless things still happening. Jason Officer
and Haven Shoemaker and the others who made this dedication possible deserve our thanks. But so do every single one of
those who came out to show their support for our family, and ESPECIALLY for our boy Matt, who is always remembered, always
loved, and always honored for the life he lived, dedicated and
gave for his country.

Thank you, Jason Officer and Haven Shoemaker for doing this
for our Matt!!

Buy Tickets for Our 6th Annual
Chili BBQ & Silent Auction!

$25.00 ea.—Quantity: ________
Total: $ ________

Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________ $200.00—Table (10 seats): ______
City:______________________ State:______ Zip:________ Total: $_______
Phone:_______________

I’ll be there in spirit: ____ Donation
Help us with our mission! Please send a name of a school, teacher, or contact if you know one! __________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Mail this slip and your check to P.O. Box 281, Douglassville, PA 19518 ~ To pay by
PayPal, please visit WWW.CAMPSNOOPS.ORG and follow the link for tickets.

Get Involved with Camp Snoops!

Star Packets

Essay Contest

New Website

Our veteran star packets are easy to put
together and we have the supplies. If
you need something to keep you busy
now and again, or if you have someone
in your life who needs ‘service hours,’
consider helping to create our star
packets (www.starsforourtroops.org).
You can also host a ‘star party’ where
a few friends gather around a table and
cut, chat and create the packets. We
provide the postage and supplies—you
supply the time and talent! Contact us at
info@campsnoops.org if you are interested. This is an ongoing project.

LCpl Matt Snyder Camp Snoops Project
promotes Memorial and Veterans Day
education in schools in numerous ways.
One of these is through financial support
for school events on these two days of
the year (Daniel Boone Primary and Intermediate, St. Mary School); another is
by supplying awards to winning essayists in contests sponsored during these
events. This year we provided (6) $25
Barnes and Noble gift cards to the winning essayists at Lisbon Elementary in
Woodbine, MD. Camp Snoops supporters, Ann and Ted Nettles, led a group of
veterans to the school to honor Veterans Day and hosted an essay contest
for the students. Photos can be viewed
on our website www.campsnoops.org.
Don’t hesitate to contact us at info@
campsnoops.org if YOU have a school
or know of a school having Memorial or
Veterans Day events that we can help to
fund! This is where we put YOUR DONATIONS to WORK!

Have you had a chance to checkout all
of the hard work Mario Palumbo (Omni1
Productions) has been putting into our
website? We know people are following our Facebook page—THANK YOU!
But, our website has been updated,
added to, is more engaging and easy to
maneuver! It is mobile friendly and for
utilizing if you are creating a Memorial
or Veterans Day lesson. It also has a
link to a word search website where you
can do a puzzle, check your answers
and then scramble it up and do another
word search puzzle in minutes! If you
have a new idea for an educational creation, contact us with your suggestions
at info@campsnoops.org or message
us through our FB page.

How to Approach Your School or Teacher
Our biggest mission is to get the word into schools with our Memorial and Veterans Day education. A lot of people tell us what a
good idea it is and we encourage them to give us a teacher, principal or school name that they know and we will reach out, send
sample materials and discuss the options we offer (including in some cases, speakers for their event!) This is THE BIGGEST way
to support Camp Snoops. Sometimes we hit a homerun ~ Sometimes we strike out ~ But we never give up! We have reached
new schools and new areas each year since we established Camp Snoops and we thank everyone who has helped us get there!
If you would like to reach out to your child, grandchild, niece/nephew or neighbor’s school, EMAIL US! We can send you a few
postcards so you have samples with you when approaching your teacher or school principal. Many say yes; some schools, however, are subject to boards or one contact for an entire district. Don’t get discouraged—forge ahead! Many times school websites
have faculty and biographies listed for them—We like to read them and reach out to the teachers who have military connections
(if you see any in your research.) But anyplace is a good place to start—we have had great success reaching out directly to the
principals, a history teacher, a Home and School or PTA board member. Try it and let us know how you make out. It is never too
early or too late to start soliciting for Memorial or Veterans Day year-round. We will send out the postcards for one class or for a
whole school—FREE OF CHARGE. This year we are sending out a sample postcard with all of our newsletters so you can see
their quality! We look forward to hearing from you!

Place an Ad in Our Annual Ad Book
Name: __________________________________________
Submit Ads to
Address:_________________________________________
City:______________________ State:______ Zip:________ CAMPSNOOPSADS@GMAIL.COM
Go to WWW.CAMPSNOOPS.ORG
Phone:_______________
___ B/W Business Card—$20 Color—$25
___ B/W Half Page—$45 Color—$55			
___ B/W Quarter Page—$25 Color—$30		
___ B/W Half Page—$45 Color—$55			
						

___ Inside Front Cover—$140
___ Inside Back Cover—$165
___ Back Cover—$215
___ B/W Full Page—$100 Color—$115

to pay through PayPal.
Mail this slip to
P.O. Box 281
Douglassville, PA 19518

Spread the Word

The first weekend of May, while I was supposed to be working on
this newsletter to meet an early deadline, I traveled to Penn State
Main Campus to surprise my friend, Raquel, for her graduation.
While at dinner, Raquel’s mother asked if she had her hand over
her heart for the National Anthem...while Raquel emphatically
said, “YES!” the conversation continued as we discussed how
many young adults disrespected the National Anthem, either by
not having their hand over their heart, or speaking right through it.
LCpl Matt Snyder Camp Snoops Project began five years ago to
ensure that a Patriotic message was passed on to our younger
generation. It is the mission of Camp Snoops to promote Memorial Day and Veterans Day education in schools and to encourage
people to appreciate our Nation’s Veterans of any age. This year
and every year, Camp Snoops needs your help to ensure our
mission reaches more young ears. We encourage you to reach
out to your local schools, fellow parents/grandparents, or teacher
friends and share our mission. Have a contact but can’t approach
them? That’s okay! Any of us at Camp Snoops will happily reach
out to your contacts for you! We appreciate any and all help to spread our message, and we hope to create a better generation that
respects our Veterans and stands proudly through our National Anthem, like the men and women who stand for our flag and fight for
our freedom.

Mission Highlght

Daughter of a Vietnam Marine Corps Veteran, Jess Matthews of
Beach Elementary School was raised with the knowledge of the
Camp Snoops mission: honoring our military and recognizing the
importance of Memorial Day. This year she contacted Julie to see
how Camp Snoops could assist with her Memorial Day education
plan. Together they put together a wonderful packet of materials
to send home with every student this May. So while the kids are
picnicking or playing in the sun, they will also have the opportunity
to share with their families what this holiday is all about. Every
packet included a recipe for delicious butter Poppy Cookies, our
Educational Postcards and our Color by Number activity. All of
these items can be found on our website at https://campsnoops.
com/?page_id=115. A member of the Schoolwide Activities Committee, Jess will also be having ALL of the students take part in
creating a poppy project explaining the story behind the Buddy
Poppy https://aboutflowersblog.com/buddy-poppy-the-story-of-alittle-red-flower/ for display in the school and possibly the annual
Stars and Stripes Festival held in Chesapeake.
Thank you, Jess, and Beach Elementary for your support!

